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RESEARCH,	GRANTS,	ADVOCACY	to	improve	the	lives	and	
women	and	girls	
	

Sex	Trafficking	Initiative		
1.  Responsible	research	
2.  Public	awareness	
3.  Investing	in	and	partnering	to	develop	and	expand	services		

	



The	Human	Trafficking	Initiative	(HTI)	
Data	Science	Lab,	Creighton	University	

Use	data	science	to	collect,	analyze,	and	evaluate	the	scope	of	
sex	trafficking	in	the	US	and	to	identify	effective	policy	solutions	

1. Collect/	scrape	data	on	the	commercial	sex	market	

2. Build	algorithms	to	generate	characteristics	about	the	market	

3. Predict	trafficking	victims	

4. Identify	known	victims	to	train	prediction	algorithms	



Caveat	of	Language	

“Victim”	and	“Survivor”	are	used	interchangeably	to	
provide	consistency	with	statutory	language	and	
cross-agency	terminology.		
	

We	recognize	that	individuals	who	have	experienced	
trafficking	are	survivors	at	all	stages	of	their	abuse	
and	recovery	and	are	not	defined	by	their	
victimization.	

Shared	Hope	International,	2015	



Objectives	
• Understand	Needs	Assessment	and	Capacity	Survey	
Results	

• Understand	the	online	commercial	sex	market	and	
empirical	data	regarding	trafficking	in	Nebraska	

• Learn	how	to	be	respond	and	combat	this	issue	
through	a	survivor	lens		



Needs	Assessment	and	
Capacity	Survey	Data	

August	2015	



Who	is	taking	the	survey?	

Nonprofit 
49% 

State Agency 
16% 

Education 
12% 

For Profit 
8% 

Law Enforcement 
6% 

Other 
5% 

County Government 
2% 

Tribal 
1% 

Federal Agency 
1% 

Type of Agency 

	

	
677	total	responses	

	

Nonprofits 							 	For	profits								

State	agencies 	 	Tribal	

Law	Enforcement		 	Education	

Federal	agencies	 	Other	

 



57%		
believe	trafficking	is	a	problem	in	their	

community	

	
	

	

	

	

Screen	for	indicators	of	trafficking	

Track	the	victims	they	encounter	
22%	

30%	



36%	have	encountered	a	victim/survivor	

30%	have	the	capacity	to	respond		to	victims/survivors	

24%	provide	services		to	victims/survivors	

84%	are	NOT	able	to	meet	the	needs	of	survivors	



What	barriers	exist	for	providing	&	seeking	services?	

49%		
Providers	cite	an	

institutional	lack	of	
knowledge	about	the	
services	needed	and	
available	to	victims	

	

Barriers	for	Victims/Survivors	



Respondents	say	that	survivors	seek:	

51%	

50%	

50%	



Nebraska’s	Online	
Commercial	Sex	Market	

&	Trafficking	
August	2016	



Language	Caveat	
In	research	and	academia	the	term	“Sex	worker”	is	
commonly	used	and	accepted	when	describing	the	
commercial	sale	of	sex.		The	use	of	this	term	does	not	
disregard	the	degree	of	coercion	often	involved	in	
the	sale	of	commercial	sex,	but	rather	seeks	to	
recognize	the	continuum	of	agency	that	exists	in	the	
sex	trade.	We	know	that	pimps	and	traffickers	often	
exercise	significant	control	over	the	lives	of	sex	
workers.	



Trafficking	&	Backpage	

Market	hub	
•  80%	of	online	commercial	
sex	advertising	

	

Child	sex	trafficking	
• Backpage	turns	over	400	
potential	minors	monthly	



Online	Commercial	Sex		
across	Nebraska	

Scottsbluff	

Grand		
Island	

Omaha	



Nebraska	in	Comparison		
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#	of	Unique	Sex	Workers		
per	Month	

Nebraska:	797	

Omaha:	610	

Lincoln:	172	

Grand	Island:	44	

North	Platte:	13	

Scottsbluff:	28	



Nebraska’s	Cities	in	Comparison	
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An	Interconnected	Market	

	
Static	Locals	

75%	 Traveling	
Locals	
8%	

�Visitors	
17%	

Where	do	they	come	from?	
1.	Iowa	(15%)	
2.	Missouri	(10%)	
3.	Colorado	(8%)	
4.	Texas	(7%)	
5.	California	(7%)	

Where	do	they	go?	
1.	Iowa	(25%)	
2.	South	Dakota	(11%)	
3.	Missouri	(10%)	
4.	Colorado	(7%)	
5.	California	(5%)	

70%	
58%	

30%	
17%	 18%	

30%	
42%	

70%	
83%	 82%	

Omaha	 Lincoln		 Grand	
Island	

North	
Platte	

Scottsbluff	

Static	 Transient	



A	Racially	Imbalanced	Market	
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A	Young	Market	
12%	advertised	under	the	age	of	21	

• More	than	1	out	of	every	10	sex	workers	in	Nebraska	is	too	young	to	
purchase	alcohol,	but	old	enough	for	johns	to	purchase	sex	from	them	

	

20%	advertised	as	very	young	based	on	keywords	&	posted	age	
•  “just	turned	18”	
•  “fresh	meat”	

•  “virgin”	



Indicators	of	Trafficking	

Pimp-
Controlled	

65%	

Young	
Independent	

7%	

Adult	
Independent	

25%	

Brick	&	Mortar	
3%	

75%	of	Nebraska	sex	
workers	show	
indicators	of	
potential	trafficking	



SURVIVOR	INFORMED	
NOTHING	ABOUT	US	WITHOUT	US	

Rajaram,	S.S.	&	Tidball,	S.	(2016).	Nebraska	Survivor's	Speak	–	A	Qualitative	
Study.	Preliminary	Report	submitted	to	the	Women’s	Fund	of	Omaha	





22	Local	Survivors	Interviewed	





Fear	

Public	lack	of	
understanding	

Drugs	

Technology	
Judgement	&	

Shame	

Law	
Enforcement	
Response	

Service	
Provider	
Response	

Context	of	Sex	
Trafficking	in	
Nebraska	



Survivor	Needs	



Conclusions	
Trauma-Informed	

Survivor	Voice	

Specific	Protocols	

Services		
Training	

Awareness	

Demand	



In	Her	Words…	
“People	use	discomfort	as	an	excuse	to	not	get	
involved	or	to	not	discuss	it,	to	not	talk	about	it…It	
thrives	because	it’s	behind	the	scenes…
And	if	it’s	not	behind	the	scenes	anymore,	it’s	a	lot	
harder	to	keep	it	going.”	

	
	



Recommendations	



In	Her	Words…On	Demand	
“If	you’re	willing	to	buy	a	child,	a	teenager…Because	
you	know	they	go	on	about	their	lives.	They	don’t	lose	
their	jobs.	They	don’t	lose	their	families,	their	houses.	
So	they	don’t,		there’s	no	repercussions	from	it.	But	for	
us,	there	are	scars.	There	are	scars	that	are	left	
internally	for	us	girls	who	are,	you	know,	the	ones	who	
are	bought	and	sold…”	



Demand	



Services	should	be	



• If	you	suspect	human	trafficking	report	to	911		
or		

• National	Human	Trafficking	Hotline		

888-3737-888	or		
Text	BeFree	(233733)	

	

	



Questions?	
Meghan	Malik	
Trafficking	Response	Coordinator	
Women’s	Fund	of	Omaha		
Mmalik@omahawomensfund.org	
	
Crysta	Price	
Director,	Human	Trafficking	Initiative	
Creighton	University	
CrystaPrice@Creighton.edu	
	


